
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/762,926 



01/22/2004 



Joanne Milano 



5743 



7590 



12/01/2005 



Law Offices Eric R. Benson, Esq. 
Champlain Station 
Box 65238 

Burlington, VT 05406-5238 



EXAMINER 



GREENE, DANA D 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



3762 



DATE MAILED: 12/01/2005 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/762,926 


. — 1 

Applicant(s) 

MILANO, JOANNE 


Examiner 

Dana D. Greene 


Art Unit 

3762 





The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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Status 
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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)[x] This action is non-final. 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 !)□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 3-6 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §101 because the claimed invention 
is directed to non-statutory subject matter. The claims positively recite the human body. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-12 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Nelms (US 3,964,490, hereinafter "Nelms") in view of Malinouskas et al. (US 5,882,300, 
hereinafter "Malinouskas"). Nelms is considered to disclose: 

at least one conductor means {see col. 2, In. 10-37, Nelms). The disclosed 
cables comprise an electrical conductor of predetermined length for providing electrical 
stimulation; 

at least one retraction means about which the conductor means may be retracted 
to a stored state (see col. 1, In. 35-43, Nelms). The disclosed retracting means is 
considered to anticipate the claimed retraction means because both are adapted to 
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exert a retracting force capable of causing the length of the lead means to retract into a 
storage relationship; 

at least one locking means attached to the retraction means capable of locking 
the locking means when a user draws the conductor means from the retracted stored 
state to a desired length for use and then maintaining the desired length and the locking 
means being further capable of unlocking the locking means by the user when the user 
returns the conductor means to the retracted stored state (see col. 1, In. 35-45, Nelms). 
The locking means of Nelms is considered to anticipate the claimed locking means 
because both are configured to exert a locking force on the lead or cable means in 
excess of the retracting force. In this connection, the lead means length is maintained 
in a specific position only while the locking means is activated; 

the conductor means further comprising at least one electronically attached 
contact detection means capable of detecting the integrity of the contact of the 
conductor means with that of the user selected objects to which the conductor means 
has been attached (see col. 2, In. 20-46 and col. 4, In. 35-40, Nelms). The disclosed 
electrical contact is considered to anticipate the claimed electronically attached contact 
detection means because both are capable of determining the soundness of the contact 
means by with the component to which the conductor is attached. In this connection, an 
electromedical device including cable leads for delivery an electrical signal to a location 
of a patient's body includes a conductor means for making determinations on the 
soundness of the connection. 
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Nelms is considered to disclose the claimed invention as discussed above except 
for the claimed indicator means. However, Malinouskas is considered to disclose the 
indicator means that communicates to the user the condition of the integrity of the 
contact of the conductor means with that of the user selected objects to which the 
conductor means has been attached (see col. 7, In. 53-60, Malinouskas). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the teachings of Nelms with 
the indicator of Malinouskas for the purpose of indicating presence or absence of 
contact between the device and its intended connection by the invention such as a fetal 
monitor , printer, computer, etc. 

With reference to claim 2, Nelms is considered to disclose the claimed invention 
as discussed above except for the claimed input and/or output device. However, 
Malinouskas is considered to disclose the computer in the form of a control panel 
having standard controls such as a digital display, audio volume controls, recorder 
controls, and the like (see col. 4, In. 43-45, Malinouskas). It would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the teachings of Nelms with the device in 
Malinouskas for the purpose of interfacing the cable management and contact 
monitoring system with a device such as a computer and computer input or output 
devices, fetal monitors, defibrillators, heart monitors and therapeutic electrical 
stimulation machines in a clinical setting. 

Referring to claim 3, Nelms is considered to disclose the claimed cable 
management and contact monitoring system as discussed above except for the fetal 
monitor, heart rate monitor, and therapeutic electrical stimulation machine. However, 
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Malinouskas is considered to disclose these devices (see col. 1, In. 10-30, 
Malinouskas). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine 
the cable management and contact monitoring techniques of Nelms with the fetal 
monitors, defibrillators, heart monitors, and therapeutic electrical stimulation machines 
of Malinouskas for the purpose of reducing the consequences that result from the use of 
certain types of connectors which cause an endless tangle of cables. 
With reference to claim 7, Nelms is considered to disclose: 
an electrical device (see col. 1, In. 27-30, Nelms); an electrical power supply 
connected to the electrical device by the conductor means (see col. 1 , In. 29-31 , 
Nelms). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the 
teachings of Nelms with the indicator of Malinouskas for the purpose of indicating 
presence or absence of contact between the device and its intended connection by the 
invention such as a fetal monitor printer, computer, etc. 

Referring to claims 8, 9, and 1 1 , Nelms is considered to disclose the claimed 
invention as discussed above except for the claimed indicator means. However, 
Malinouskas discloses an LED indicator capable of being illuminated for a brief time 
period (see col. 7, In. 53-60, Malinouskas). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine the teachings of Nelms with the indicator means of 
Malinouskas for the purpose of indicating presence or absence of contact between the 
device and its intended connection by the invention such as a fetal monitor , printer, 
computer, etc. and to transmit a signal to the specified monitor, computer, etc. 
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With reference to claim 10, Nelms is considered to disclose the claimed invention 
as discussed above except for the claimed audible alarm. However, Malinouskas 
discloses an alarm (see col. 3, In. 1-15, Malinouskas). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the teachings of Nelms with the alarm of 
Malinouskas for the purpose of indicating the presence or absence of contact between 
the device and its intended connection. 

Referring to claim 12, Nelms is considered to disclose the claimed invention as 
discussed above except for the claimed microprocessor. However, Malinouskas 
disclose a microprocessor (see col. 8, In. 60-64, Malinouskas). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the teachings of Nelms with the 
microprocessor of Malinouskas for the purpose of communicating the signal to the 
indicator means without ruining the stability of the contact with the computer, fetal 
monitor, heart monitor, etc. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dana D. Greene whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7138. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Angela Sykes can be reached on (571) 272-4955. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Dana D. Greene 






